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April breezed by with twelve school days packed full of learning,
activities, and fun, embodying the vibrant spirit of Marine
Academy Primary. Despite the shortened month, we made every
moment count, ensuring enriching experiences for all of our
children.

We extend our heartfelt appreciation to our dedicated volunteers
whose support enriches the academy experience for all. Special
thanks to Mrs. King for her efforts in enhancing our outdoor spaces,
nurturing biodiversity, and creating inviting environments for
exploration. We also commend Mr. Pearson for his engaging
football interventions, fostering skill development and creating
meaningful connections among learners.

We would also like to take this opportunity to wish a huge
congratulations to Mr Green and Miss Newell on their wedding
during the Easter holidays. We are so glad that the sun was shining
for them and wish them the very best for a long and happy future
together as Mr and Mrs Green!

For detailed insights into what your children will be learning this
term, please refer to the Curriculum Letters available on our
website here. We encourage you to stay informed and engaged
as we embark on this exciting term of learning and growth.

Within this Newsletter, you’ll find the confirmed dates for this year’s
Sports Day as well as a reminder of the dates for other events
happening in the summer terms. 

As we dive into what promises to be a bustling and enjoyable
term, we extend our gratitude for your continued support and
partnership. Together, we create a nurturing environment where
every child can thrive.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs. Georgina Reid and Mrs. Nicola Keeler
Co-Headteachers

...providing an outstanding education that ensures all pupils reach their
greatest potential and live by life’s highest values.

Dear Parent/Carers of Marine Academy Primary pupils,

https://www.marineacademy.org.uk/primary/curriculum-letters-to-parents


DATES FOR YOUR

Diary
Monday 6th May - Bank Holiday: School Closed

Friday 10th May - ‘Wear it Wild’ mufti - children are invited to wear animal themed mufti (or any mufti)

to school and bring in a donation as we are raising money for our animals.

Monday 13th - Thursday 16th May - End of Key Stage 2 Assessment Week (Year 6 SATs)

Tuesday 14th April - Marine Biologist Paul Naylor visits Reception

Friday 17th May - Year 6 trip to Mount Edgcumbe

Friday 17th May - Last day of Extra-Curricular Clubs for Term 5

Friday 24th May - Last day of Term 5

Monday 27th May - Bank Holiday

Tuesday 4th June - First day of Term 6; Extra-Curricular Clubs begin again

Wednesday 5th June - Reception ‘Meet the Teacher’ events for new children starting September 2024

Monday 10th June - Pre-School and Reception Sports Day

Tuesday 11th June - Whole School ‘Dream Big’ day: children are invited to dress as a career or job that

they’d like to do when they are older. 

Wednesday 12th June - Years 5 and 6 Sports Day

Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th June - Stay and Play sessions for new Reception children 

Monday 17th June - Years 1 and 2 Sports Day

Thursday 20th June - Reception trip to Dartmoor Zoo

Monday 24th and Tuesday 25th June - Stay and Play sessions for new Reception children

Wednesday 26th June - Year 3 and 4 Sports Day

Wednesday 26th - Friday 28th June - Forest and Beach Residential

Friday 28th June - Pre-School Graduation photos

Monday 1st July - Reception Assembly to parents and carers at 9:15am or 2:15pm

Tuesday 2nd July - Year 1 Assembly to parents and carers at 9:15am or 2:15pm

Wednesday 3rd July - Year 2 Assembly to parents and carers at 9:15am or 2:15pm

Thursday 4th July - Year 3 Assembly to parents and carers at 9:15am or 2:30pm

Monday 8th July - Year 4 Assembly to parents and carers at 9:15am or 2:30pm

Tuesday 9th July - Year 5 Assembly to parents and carers at 9:15am or 2:30pm

Wednesday 10th July - Year 6 Assembly to parents and carers at 9:15am or 2:30pm

Monday 8th July - 38 Things deadline: booklets completed and handed in today at the latest please.

Thursday 11th July - Pre-School Graduation Assembly to parents and carers at 9am

Friday 12th July - Last day of Extra-Curricular Clubs for Term 6

Monday 15th July - 38 Things Celebration Event at 1pm: children who complete their booklets will be

able to invite one special person to join them.

Wednesday 17th and Thursday 18th July - Annual Report distribution: parents and carers are invited to

collect their child’s annual report from their class teacher between 8:20 and 8:55am on both days.

Thursday 18th July - Last day of Term 6
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Nursery

Pre-School have been very busy
learning about The Gingerbread Man
story. We have really enjoyed using
playdough to make Gingerbread
people and we have also printed
pictures using Gingerbread cutters.
This term we have welcomed new
children to Puffin and Penguin classes
and these children have settled in
really well. The older children have
loved looking after the new children
and showing them the rules and
routines of the day. 
The children have also loved learning
in the Pre-School outdoor area and we
even managed to play in the garden
when we had a few sunny days! This
term, we have sent the older children
home with a book to read and it has
been lovely to see them sharing their
books so enthusiastically.

Reception kicked off this term with an exhilarating visit from
a diver who plunged us into the colourful depths of our first
book, ‘Bright Stanley’. Our young adventurers have been on a
linguistic voyage, encountering a treasure trove of new
words and conquering challenges as they journey through
the story. The children have been painting pictures, creating
junk models and practising their cutting skills to make an
under the sea picture. In our Literacy sessions, the children
have been learning all about the story. It has been wonderful
to hear their thoughtful answers and use their prosody to
read the story. In Maths, the children have been creating
repeating patterns and even spotting mistakes in patterns! 
A heartfelt thank you to all the families who joined us for the
Phonics in Action events! We hope you enjoyed seeing how
amazingly well your child is doing with their reading and
writing.

Summer term starts with super new stories
Pre-School Reception

This month Turtle class have begun our topic ‘Mary, Mary
Quite Contrary’ and we have been learning all of the Makaton
to the rhyme, and the children have enjoyed learning about
the garden and flowers. They have used collage materials to
create their own flowers, used their fine motor skills to use
tongs and catch the flowers that were floating in water, they
have planted pretend flowers in pots and they have been
printing with leaves. We have also been making the most of
the sunshine in the garden and the children have used their
gross motor skills to manoeuvre their way through the giant
tunnel. They have also loved being creative on the new
garden chalkboard. We are looking forward to the rest of our
topic and enjoying the sunshine!



April has been an exciting month in Year 1. Our new History
topic 'Significant Sports Stars' has been a hit, engulfing the
children in the world of the Olympics. In Science, we have
been excited to learn all about light and shadows. This was
introduced by observing the various light sources in our
classrooms. 
In Maths, the children have impressed Miss Whitby with their
2s, 5s and 10s knowledge. It is fantastic! In English, Mr
Andrews has been amazed with the innovative versions of the
story 'Stuck' that the children have created. They are great
reads! 
Year 1 have been recapping all of their Phonics knowledge this
month, right back to the first day of the academic year. Not
only were the Year 1 adults impressed, but so were the
parents and carers. The children were incredibly proud of
themselves after our 'Phonics in Action' mornings and so were
the Year 1 adults. The children continue to show their hard
work every day. We are excited to see what is to come and we
are looking forward to the summer months ahead!
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The children in Year 3 ended Term 4 by writing
high quality Geography essays, showing all of
their excellent learning from their topic 'Villages,
Towns and Cities'. This month, Year 3 enjoyed
finishing their Whole-Class Reading book from
last term, 'Pugs of the Frozen North', and this
term, have dived into their new text, 'Operation
Gadgetman'. 
In Science, the children have been introduced to
their new topic, 'Forces' and have explored
different types of contact and non-contact
forces. In addition, the children have been
introduced to their new and exciting learning on
Ancient Greeks for History. We absolutely loved
the fantastic effort the children put into their
Ancient Greek Home Learning over the Easter
break! Well done! We are also really looking
forward to having our Ancient Greek themed day
later in the term, where children will be invited to
dress up. A letter will be sent out with more
information soon. Keep up the great work, Year 3!

Year 2

Year 1
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Year 3
In Year 2 this term, we are exploring World War
Two and the children are really enjoying learning
new facts about what happened in Britain and
Plymouth during this time. 
In English, the children have blown the Year 2
team away by their enjoyment and perseverance
in learning a range of poems by James Carter.
They were great at using their expression to
perform the poems beautifully. 
In Science, we are learning all about plants, how
they grow and what they need to thrive. This
month we were very lucky to invite Mrs King into
school, alongside Ms Bell who taught the children
all about gardening. The children had the
opportunity to plant new trees on the school
grounds, plant new flowers, pull up the weeds
and even plant their own sunflowers!



This month, Year 6 have had a tremendous start to Term 5. In
Maths, the children have mastered how to calculate angles in
various 2-D shapes. In English, they have been focusing on the
features of a newspaper article, ready to write their own,
focusing on a key event within the Harry Potter series. 
In Science, they have been understanding how heat affects the
properties of an object. In Art, the children have started to plan
their memory boxes ready to finalise in the final week of term. 
In History, we have unpicked the reasons that led to the start of
World War II, and debated whether it was appropriate to not
include Germany in the discussions for the Treaty of Versailles.
We have really enjoyed seeing your cooking entries this past
week for home learning and love the resilience they are
continuing to show towards their upcoming SATs assessments.

Year 4 have had another
productive month of learning, with
more outstanding progress. In
Maths, the children have gained a
strong understanding of fractions
and decimals and can now order
tenths and hundredths. In English,
they have written their own
adventure stories based on their
text, ‘Arthur and the Golden Rope’.
In Science, the children have learnt
about how animals and plants
adapt depending on their
environments. 
In History, the children’s learning
for the History topic, ‘Vikings’, has
been broad. The children have
learnt about Viking life, the
Lindisfarne raid in 793CE and they
have studied a timeline for the
period, where they have made links
to their previous ‘Anglo-Saxons’
and ‘Roman Britain’ topics.
In Computing, the children have
been investigating repetition in
games and have programmed
their own games. Well done to all
Year 4 children for their resilience
and creativity in another busy
month!

Year 5 have made an excellent start to the Summer Term. They
have started their new topic, ‘Plymouth, A City of Voyage and
Discovery’, by learning about Plymouth’s geographical location in
the world, recognising the development of Plymouth from small
settlement to city and its importance as a centre for trade in
Tudor times. In English, the children have enjoyed learning about
the different women in Science and their different job roles. 
In Computing, Year 5 have revisited previous learning on
‘selection’ and identified how ‘conditions’ are used to control the
flow of actions in a program. They have also been introduced to
the blocks for using conditions in programs using the Scratch
programming environment. In Maths, the children have used
their fractions knowledge to convert between fractions,
decimals and percentages. Well done year 5!
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Year 6

Year 4
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Year 5



We are incredibly excited to h
ave

60 families and children joining

Marine Academy Primary in

September 2024! 

Together, we'll create memories

that last a life
time. Here's to new

beginnings and amazing adventures

ahead! 

A huge thank you to everyone whowas able to attend our ‘Phonics inAction: Live Events’ in Reception andYear 1! We hope you all enjoyed it asmuch as we did. 
We look forward to inviting parentsand carers in again for some readingthemed fun with Years 2 to 6...watchthis space! 

Our KS2 classes recently enjoyed an

inspiring assembly about careers in

the NHS. Our special guest shared

some fascinating facts about the NHS

as the largest employer in the UK

and 5th largest in the world with 1.7

million employees! The children were

buzzing with excitement, talking

about family and friends who work in

the NHS, and sharing their own

experiences about when they have

used its services.

In Other 



Attendance
Well done to Year 1 for having the highest attendance last term! 

We would like to know all
about how you and your
child read for pleasure at

home and would
appreciate it if as many of
our parents and carers as
possible could complete

this short survey, to help us
to know how we could
better support with this:

https://forms.office.com/e/
CiUnMK6qRm

Thank you very much! 

https://forms.office.com/e/CiUnMK6qRm
https://forms.office.com/e/CiUnMK6qRm


Can you help us?

Day
Tuesday
11th June

2024

On Tuesday 11th June 2024, it is our whole-school 'Dream Big' Day (formerly
known as Aspirations Day). The day is all about raising our children’s

aspirations for their futures and learning about a wide variety of jobs.
We’re looking for a variety of visitors to talk to the children about their

careers and occupations.
Last year, we had several parents/carers, family and community members

come in to talk about their jobs and we would love to have the same
again! If you or anyone you know are able to help, please could you scan

the QR code above or follow the link
https://forms.office.com/e/9BcHVA12XZ to complete a form and we will

get back to you with more details soon. Thank you!

https://forms.office.com/e/9BcHVA12XZ


Online Safety
This month, we are providing further resources and information to
support your child with a positive online experience and informing

you about the steps to take when overseeing online activities.

If you have any further questions or concerns about e-safety, please contact our
Computing leader, Mr Druce, by emailing: primary@marineacademy.org.uk FAO: Mr Druce.

Wizz is a social networking platform and is rated for ‘Teens’ on the Google
Play store and as 12+ on the App store. It is free to download but does
have in-app purchases ranging from £0.89 to £44.99. Users swipe through
the app to find people who are currently online and who they would like
to chat with. Users will be chatting with strangers, which can present risks.
Internet Matters have produced advice around chatting with strangers
here

WIZZ - MAKE NEW FRIENDS APPWIZZ - MAKE NEW FRIENDS APPWIZZ - MAKE NEW FRIENDS APP

Is YouTube safe?
The NSPCC have produced this article discussing the risks

associated with using YouTube and the safety settings and
features that are available depending on how old your

child is and what they do on YouTube.

Parent Zone understand that talking about life online with a
young person who has speech, language and

communication needs (SLCN) makes it difficult, so they have
created a selection of visual and spoken resources to help

you. You can find out more here:
https://parentzone.org.uk/TalkTech

Support for children with Speech, Language
and Communication Needs

Support for children with Speech, Language
and Communication Needs

The NSPCC has some really great guides and tips on
how to keep children safe online.  Information on

parental controls and explores different Social
Media.

The link below takes you to the NSPCC website.
Keeping Children Safe Online

https://www.internetmatters.org/connecting-safely-online/advice-for-parents/tackling-the-hard-stuff-on-social-media-to-support-young-people/chatting-to-strangers-online/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/how-to-keep-your-child-safe-on-youtube/
https://parentzone.org.uk/TalkTech
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/






Recommend a Recipe
We would love it if you could try these recipes at home and send in a
picture of you eating the recipe with your families or a food review to

primary@marineacademy.org.uk. 



Recommended 

Reads from...

We love hearing about books that you love to read at home! Please share with us any of your
recommended children’s books, or let us know if you read any of the books shown here, by

emailing primary@marineacademy.org.uk or messaging us through our Facebook page.

If you purchase books through the Love Reading 4 Kids website
www.lovereading4kids.co.uk, you can nominate our school to receive

25% of the price to spend on books.

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/


The Books for Topics website www.booksfortopics.com is a great resource for recommended reads. 

http://www.booksfortopics.com/

















