
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

‘Where Stars Shine Brighter.’ 
...providing an outstanding education that ensures all pupils reach their greatest 

potential and live by life’s highest values. 

 

FORTHCOMING 

EVENTS… 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marine 

Academy 
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Newsletter 
 

January 2023 

Dear Parents/Carers of Marine Academy Primary pupils, 

January was a busy, eventful and fun filled month packed with learning 

and opportunities! Our mission is to provide an oustanding education 

that ensures all pupils reach their greatest potential and live by life’s 

highest values. This means to us that we provide our children with a 

transformational education, in addition to having high expectations for 

exemplary manners and kindness. Our Marine Curriculum aims to 

proivide children with a range of events and experiences for your 

children to take part in and further develop as learners. In conjunction 

with this, we are really excited to plan a range of activities for the 

children to complete and take part in that links to their curriculum 

learning. We carefully plan curriculum experiences that enrich every 

stage of your children’s education, ensuring they spend the 

appropriate amount of time learning each particular area of the 

curriculum but still accessing a wide range of activities that will develop 

their knowledge, cultural capital and personal development. We hope 

that you develop a feel of that throughout our Newsletters, as teachers 

continue to write short paragraphs full of information about the goings 

on in each year group, but also through our Facebook page.  

This week, we have welcomed back our Assistant Headteacher, Miss 

Mitchell, and next month we welcome Mrs Reid back to her new role as 

Co-Head of School. Mrs Keeler and Mrs Reid are excited to be 

completing this role together and you will continue to see Leaders and 

other staff members thresholding on the external doors during Early 

Morning Learning each morning. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and for being such 

brilliant advocates of the Academy. 

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs Siobhan Meredith 

Headteacher 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

3rd to 6th February – Year 6 Residential 

to Paris 

3rd February – Year 6 Children not 

going on Residential to go to 

Plymouth Hoe 

6th February – Year 6 Children not 

going on Residential to take part in a 

Roller Disco 

6th February – Reception Storytelling 

Extra-Curricular Club to watch ‘Room 

on the Broom’ at the Theatre Royal 

Plymouth 

7th February – Reception Trip to Mount 

Edgcumbe 

7th February – Safer Internet Day 

7th February – Class 6AW Trip to 

Plymouth Synagogue 

8th February – Class 6DK Trip to 

Plymouth Synagogue 

8th February – Some children from Years 

1 and 2 to watch ‘Room on the Broom’ 

at the Theatre Royal Plymouth 

9th February – Reception Vision Check 

10th February – Mufti: Dress to Express 

Yourself for Children’s Mental Health 

Week 

10th February – Last Day of Term 3 

20th February – First Day of Term 4 

23rd February – Some Children from 

Years 5 and 6 to take part in Bettinson 

Cup Football Tournament at Saltmiss 3G 

27th February – Some Children from 

Years 3 and 4 to take part in Girls’ 

Football Tournament at Manadon 

Sports Hub 

2nd March – World Book Day 

Week Commencing 6th March – 

Scholastic Book Fair 

 



   

Year 6 – Year 6 have had a 

wonderful start to 2023. In Art, 

we have been focusing on 

understanding abstract art, 

within drawings and 

sculptures and particularly the 

works of Henry Moore and 

Barbara Hepworth. We aim to 

create our own clay 

sculptures by the end of this 

topic. In Maths, we have 

completed a module on 

Ratio and have begun 

learning Algebra with 

introducing 'variables'. Our 

class book, 'Journey to 

Jo'burg', has also been really 

interesting and we have been 

learning about two siblings 

who are going on a journey 

through South Africa. Once 

again, it has been a fantastic 

start to the year and as a 

Year 6 team, are really 

excited to keep this up! 

Year 4 – Year 4 have participated in a wonderful array of hands-on activities this 

month! From being set a challenge to create a tower within a budget in their 

English lessons, starting to make their own podcast in Computing and learning a 

new skill of weaving, to introduce their new History topic. We have had so much 

fun!  Our Science lessons have been a hit this term, with the children conducting a 

range of experiments to examine how easy it is for materials to change their states.  

It has been a pleasure to see the children immerse themselves in their new topics, 

including our trip to Wildwood Escot. This trip was a fantastic opportunity for the 

children to retrieve their knowledge, from previous History topics across the years. 

During this trip, the children became blacksmiths, carved out ‘Marine Academy 

Primary’ in runes and baked bread. 

Year 3 – Year 3 have continued their amazing learning into 2023 with their new 

History topic the 'Shang Dynasty' and learning about light sources and reflections in 

Science. The children have been on a light walk around the school to find out 

what surfaces reflect light and surfaces that absorb the light. In Maths, the children 

have made excellent progress with their times table learning as well as 

understanding that not all numbers can be divided equally. The children can now 

share using remainders and explain why some numbers will have a remainder. In 

English lessons, the children have been creative in making their own dragon tales 

by reading non-fiction texts to make their own fictional text. Towards the end of the 

month, the children will find out more about different poetry techniques from the 

book ‘Poetry Pie’ by Roger McGough. 

 Year 5 – Year 5 have had a super start to 2023! Although their trip to Tintagel was 

curtailed by transport and weather factors and needed to be rescheduled, the 

children had a wonderful time visiting the theatre to watch 'Six the Musical'. This 

enriched their History learning about medieval monarchs and was a fantastic 

experience! The children have combined their English learning about play scripts 

and knowledge of the Battle of Hastings to write and perform a play script 

summarising its events. In Maths, Year 5 have been practising using column 

multiplication and applying this method to answer a variety of word problems. 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone has been well received in Guided 

Reading with the children being sorted into one of the four houses and showing 

some excellent comprehension skills. The children have really enjoyed their 

Computing learning, where they have been programming micro-controllers called 

Crumbles, ensuring that sparkle lights and motor wheels can be operated. In 

Science, they have learnt about the life cycles and reproductive elements of 

plants and how metamorphosis occurs within the life cycles of frogs and butterflies. 

Pre-School – Pre-School have 

had a great start to the new 

year. We have welcomed 

many new friends and they 

have settled in well. The 

children are enjoying their 

new topic 'Yummy in my 

Tummy' and have completed 

some amazing learning. Puffin 

and Penguin Class have been 

busy making print with 

different food, trying fruit and 

vegetables and making their 

own fruit salad. We had a 

lovely visit from Becca 

Children's Books Story Play, 

who shared books about 

staying calm and being 

resilient. The children have 

blown us away with their 

Phonics learning and they are 

excited to carry on learning 

new sounds. 

 

 

Year 1 – January has been a month full of lots of exciting learning in Year 1.  The 

children have loved learning about Ancient Egypt as part of their ongoing History 

learning. The children have learnt lots of facts about the River Nile, pharaohs and 

what life would have been like in Ancient Egypt. The children did a fantastic job at 

comparing and contrasting items from the modern-day world to Ancient Egypt. 

Next month, the children will enjoy celebrating all of their learning as part of 

‘Ancient Egypt Day’. This month, the children have also displayed fantastic 

scientific skills as part of their Science learning. Many experiments have taken 

place, including testing which container was suitable for keeping an ice pole cold. 

The children also talked about what effect the sun can have on their skin and 

discussed how to stay safe from the sun. The children have continued to persevere 

with their Phonics learning. They have continued to learn new phase 5 digraphs 

and alternate sounds and have been working hard to include them in their writing 

and identify them when reading. In Maths, the children have enjoyed learning 

about various 2D and 3D shapes. As part of their Home Learning, the children 

found these shapes in their home environment. Miss Ullah was very impressed with 

the children’s knowledge. During the children’s English lessons with Mr Andrews the 

children have been practicing writing perfect sentences. There were many prizes 

awarded for super writing! Mr Andrews and Miss Ullah continue to be blown away 

with the children’s perseverance and resilience and are proud of all of the children 

at the halfway mark of Year 1. We look forward to seeing more amazing learning 

during the month of February. 



Year 2 – The Year 2 children are so engaged with their History topic in Term 3. We really enjoyed our 'Great Fire of 

London' WOW. The children created their own mini pudding lane and burnt it down in the firepit. We have loved 

learning the '1666' song and have already produced some incredible fire art and London landscapes.   

We have all enjoyed having 'Gloria' the Material Monster visit our lessons during Science this term and have begun 

to expand our exciting adjectives in order to identify and classify everyday materials.  

 During their Maths learning this term, the children concluded their shape unit. We have been so impressed with their 

mathematical vocabulary and ability to describe everyday objects by only speaking about properties of 2D and 3D 

shapes.  During English, the children have looked at the book ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. They have expanded their 

vocabulary and learnt some amazing adjectives whilst focusing on making their sentences even better using co-

ordinating conjunctions. They have also focused on their punctuation and have learnt how to use commas and 

apostrophes!  

 The children are really looking forward to the next term and can't wait to start our new Geography topic 'Let's go to 

China'. We can't wait to hear about your Chinese research and see your flags so we can decorate the classroom.   

 

 Nursery – Turtle Class have had a great start to Term 3. 

We welcomed a lot of new children at the start of 

January and have enjoyed learning out new topic 

rhyme ‘Little Bo Peep’. The children have been taking 

part in different sheep themed activities, including 

making a sheep with different materials and going on 

a sheep hunt. The children have enjoyed taking part 

in more sensory experiences which has included the 

very exciting arrival of our sand tray for the outdoor 

learning area. We have also started our regular welly 

walks. The children have loved exploring the 

academy’s outdoor area and have used their 

listening ears very well during these walks. Please can 

we remind our parents to bring named wellies and a 

change of clothes which can be kept in nursery for 

when they are needed, so the children can take part 

in more outdoor learning experiences. Thank you for 

your support.   

Reception – Reception have had a wonderful first few 

weeks, immersing themselves into our new topic 'Shiver 

M'Timbers!' The children have taken on the role of a pirate 

in our brand-new role play area, as well as using recycling 

to create their own pirate equipment. We have been 

amazed by the children's ability to partition numbers and 

they have developed an excellent understanding of how 

numbers are made up. This term the children have shown 

great confidence in being able to form words, where the 

children have formed lists and labelled pirate scenes. The 

children have been able to follow instructions to make 

pirate maps and pirate hats. During PE, it has been great 

to see the children moving in different ways and creating 

their own dance routines. What excellent performers they 

are! We are so proud of all the children for being focused, 

determined and resilient learners. We are very much 

looking forward to our trip to Mount Edgcumbe where the 

children will become pirates on their own treasure island. 

 

 

Update from the Marine Academy Parliament 

This month, the Marine Academy Parliament met with Mrs Ashton, our Catering Supervisor, to discuss the 

Summer Term Menu. The Parliament Representatives collected ideas from the children in their class, 

taking their responsibility very seriously, and shared them with Mrs Ashton who was very impressed with 

their suggestions.  

During the most recent Academy Parliament meeting, the team were busy hatching plans for Random 

Acts of Kindness Day and Pancake Day, with more details to follow soon! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommend A Recipe! 

We would love it if you could try these recipes at home and send in a picture of you eating the recipe 
with your families or a food review to primary@marineacademy.org.uk  

Asaro Potato Porridge Recipe 

Also known as mpoto mpoto, this West African favourite is usually made with yams. This variant uses a combo of sweet and white 
potatoes in a rich, spicy sauce to make a quick, easy and low-cost dinner. 

Prep: 20 mins 

Cook: 30 mins 

Serves 4   

  

Method 

1. Add the scotch bonnet, onion and red pepper to a food blender with 300ml water, and blend to a smooth 
paste. 

Information: For a richer, saucier consistency, add tinned tomatoes to the blended pepper mix. 

2. Pour the blended ingredients into a large pot, then add the white potato, sweet potato, palm oil, stock cube 
and crayfish (if using). Top up with more water until the potatoes are covered by about 3cm. 

Information: Yams and sweet potato can be used in place of white potatoes. 

3. Cover the pot and boil on a medium-low heat for about 20 minutes, or until the potatoes are soft enough to 
mash. The mixture should be quite loose and saucy. 

4. Lower the heat and use a wooden spoon to gently crush the potatoes and combine with the sauce. 

Information: The potatoes do not have to be totally smooth – the chunks add extra texture! 

5. Stir in the kale and allow the mixture to simmer for 3 to 5 minutes. 

Information: Spinach makes a good substitute for kale. Frozen leaves work well too. 

6. Gently create 4 wells in the mixture and add the hard-boiled eggs. Serve hot and enjoy! 

mailto:primary@marineacademy.org.uk


Holidays During Term Time 

We want all children to understand the value of good attendance and to strive to have this 

through developing or maintaining healthy attendance habits which when learnt young, will 

stand them in good stead for the rest of their school career and working life. We have recently 

seen an increase in the number of families taking holidays during term time. We recognise that 

it is often expensive to take a holiday during school breaks and that is why some parents may 

ask for term time leave for their children. However, it is important that parents carefully 

consider the implications of taking their child out of school during term time. 

The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2013 came into force 

on the 1 September 2013. The amendments make it clear that Head Teachers may not grant 

any leave of absence during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances. If you 

choose to take your child out of school for a holiday during term time which has not been 

authorised, you may be liable for a fine from Plymouth City Council. For further information on 

penalty notices from Plymouth City Council please use the following link.  

You can find a link to our absence request form here:  

https://www.marineacademy.org.uk/primary/term-dates  

Thank your continued support.  

 

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/penalty-notices-absence-school
https://www.marineacademy.org.uk/primary/term-dates




Online Safety 

Each month, we will continue to share with you some advice to support your child 

to be safe online. 

If you have any further questions or concerns about e-safety, please contact our 
Computing leader, Mr Druce, by emailing: primary@marineacademy.org.uk FAO: Mr 

Druce.   

Game Finder is a new (free) service available from Taming Gaming which reflects on various aspects, such as 'How old 
is your child?' and 'What devices do they have?' and then provides a recommended list of suitable games. It is very 

helpful! 

 

https://www.taminggaming.com/gameFinder  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following website https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/resources-tab/parents-and-carers has some excellent resources 
to support with reinforcing online safety, including videos, fact sheets and e-books based on a range of issues like 

personal information and ensuring that you fully know and trust the person that you are interacting with. 
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Sports Events across the World 

 Darts: 2023 Cazoo Premier League – Night 1: 2nd February 2023 

 Ice hockey: 2023 NHL All-Star Game: 4th February 2023 

 Men’s rugby union: 2023 Six Nations – round one: 

4th February: Wales vs. Ireland; England vs. Scotland 

5th February: Italy vs. France 

 2023 NFL Pro Bowl Games: 5th February 2023  

 Darts: 2023 Cazoo Premier League – Night 2: 9th February 2023 

 Cricket: Women’s T20 World Cup: 10th-26th February 2023 

 Men’s rugby union: 2023 Six Nations – round two: 

11th February: Ireland vs. France; Scotland vs. Wales 

12th February: England vs. Italy 

 Hong Kong Marathon: 12th February 2023 

 2023 NFL Super Bowl LVII: 12th February 2023  

 Tennis: Qatar TotalEnergies Open: 13th-18th February 2023 

 Tennis: ABN AMRO Open: 13th-19th February 2023 

 Darts: 2023 Cazoo Premier League – Night 3: 16th February 2023 

 2023 UK Athletics Indoor Championships: 18th-19th February 2023 

 Dubai Duty Free Tennis Championships: 19th-25th February 2023  

 Tennis: Rio Open presented by Claro: 20th-29th February 2023 

 Darts: 2023 Cazoo Premier League – Night 4: 23rd February 2023 

 Athletics: Birmingham World Indoor Tour Final: 25th February  

 Men’s rugby union: 2023 Six Nations – round three 

25th February: Italy vs. Ireland; Wales vs. England 

26th February: France vs. Scotland 

 Football: 2023 Carabao Cup final: 26th February 2023 



 

 

The Academy have taken part in various sporting events this month. Children in 
Reception took part in multi skills with schools from across our learning 

community, children in KS2 represented the Academy at a football competition and 
at an inclusive football event. The Year 3/4 Football Team represented the 

Academy impeccably at Manadon Sports Hub for the Year 3 & 4 Football Cluster 
League, where they won all four matches and the league with 12 points! 

 

 

 



 

Hello from FaTMAP! 
What an end to the Autumn Term we had! 
The Winter Raffle was a huge success. A big thank you to those 
wonderful people who donated prizes and to all of you that bought 
a number or two. We raised £327.55, which is amazing. 
This academic year we are working to raise money to buy a 
complete set of Chromebooks with the intention of every child 
eventually having access to one. In the past we have also helped 
the Gardening Club out, supported the Year 6 leavers with ice 
creams and had a great summer fair for everyone to enjoy. All of 
your help, whether it’s donating prizes, small change, attending 
events and supporting us goes towards that. Look out for further 
updates including a tracker for you all to see our total and target. 
At FaTMAP (Friends and Teachers of Marine Academy Primary), we love giving back and supporting the school 
and children. Of course, we always welcome new members too; we don't need too much of your time as we 
only meet once or twice a term and you're free to help as much or as little as you can. The more members we 
have the more amazing our progress will be! 
If you'd like to join or would like some more information please email: Fatmap2021@gmail.com 
Best wishes,  
Victoria Ashton 
 

 Uniform 

Don’t forget if you need any items of 

uniform you can purchase them from The 

Schoolwear Shop Plymouth, who now 

stock our Pre-School uniform or Brigade. 

If you have any items of uniform that your 

child has grown out of and is in good 

condition, please let us know so that we 

can have a uniform give away towards 

the end of term. 

Parking 

Please can we remind Parents/Carers to 
park sensibly on the Campus grounds. 
We know spaces are at a premium and 
it can be challenging to find somewhere 

to park but please avoid parking on 
the pavements and blocking the 

dropped curbs in front of the Marine 
Academy Plymouth. In addition, please 

remember that if you exit from the 
Marine Academy Plymouth parking 

area onto Trevithick Road, that there is 
a no right turn sign in place. Over the 
coming weeks, this will be monitored 
by the police and could result in fines 

for drivers ignoring this signage. 

   

In January, Years 5 and 6 visited Medifest; a science exhibition and careers fair. They had a lovely time trying out all of the 
amazing science experiments and finding out about careers in science and medicine. It was a brilliant opportunity to widen 

their horizons and give them the opportunity to realise their aspirations. The children all agreed that they had a fun, 
informative afternoon! 

mailto:Fatmap2021@gmail.com
https://plymouthschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/school/school-marine-academy-primary/
https://plymouthschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/school/school-marine-academy-primary/
http://www.brigade.uk.com/

